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SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY PATROL 

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION TEAM 

MAIT CASE NOTES 

  

 

 
MAIT CASE #: DATE OF COLLISION / INCIDENT: AGENCY ASSISTED:   

DATE NOTIFIED: TIME NOTIFIED: NOTIFIED BY: 

COLLISION / INCIDENT LOCATION:  COUNTY: 

PRIMARY INVESTIGATING OFFICER: CAD / CASE NUMBER: 

I/O PHOTOGRAPHS SECURED: Y      N     NONE TAKEN 
 
BY:                                                                                  DATE: 

 OTHER PHOTOGRAPHS SECURED:                       Y      N     N/A  
 
 BY:                                                                                   DATE: 

SOURCE: 

 OTHER PHOTOGRAPHS SECURED:                       Y      N     N/A  
 
BY:                                                                                 DATE: 

SOURCE: 

I/O VIDEO SECURED:                         Y    N     NONE TAKEN    N/A  
  

BY:                                                                                  DATE: 
 OTHER VIDEO SECURED:                                          Y      N     N/A  
 
BY:                                                                                 DATE: 

SOURCE: 

 OTHER VIDEO SECURED:                                          Y      N     N/A  
 
BY:                                                                                 DATE: 

SOURCE: 

 EVIDENCE COLLECTED:                                           Y      N     N/A  
 

BY:                                                                                 DATE: 

TYPE: 

 EVIDENCE COLLECTED:                                           Y      N     N/A 
  
 BY:                                                                             DATE: 

 TYPE: 

 EVIDENCE COLLECTED:                                           Y      N     N/A 
  
 BY:                                                                             DATE: 

 TYPE: 

 TIRE EXAM:                           Y     N     N/A  BULB EXAM:                          Y      N     N/A 

 MECHANICAL EXAM:         Y     N     N/A  EDR ANALYZED:                 Y      N     N/A 

 AUTOPSY:                               Y     N      N/A    Attended by:                                      @ 

Notes: 
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WHITE – DPS HQ's/Patrol HQ'sState/Police HQ's YELLOW – Investigating Reporting Officers Report PINK – Solicitor/Sheriff/Police Chief/Coroner/Wrecker Operator GOLD – Victim/Subject 

 NCIC Use Only 

Inq.  Entd.  
      

Date 7-8-2015 Day of the Week Sun.  Mon.  Tues.  Wed.  Thurs.  Fri.  Sat. Time  0100 am  pm 
Location of Incident SANDY RUN ROAD County HAMPTON 

Name of Officer D.B.ROWELL Rank L/CPL Badge 97 

District/Unit SEVEN Duty Station POST A Page  1 of 1 

 
Invest. Officers Report Assault Report Abandon/Stolen Vehicle Report Discharge of Firearm Incident Report 
Vehicle Pursuit Report Towed Vehicle Report Other:       

Status 
Stolen Recovered 
Found Suspect 
Towed Victim 

Type 
Vehicle Car Article Haz. Mat. 
Pickup MTC Comm. Veh.  (Check If Applicable) 
Boat Gun License Plate 

Nature of Assignment 
Routine Patrol Riot or Crowd Control 
Special Duty:        
Other:        

 

 
    

 

 Complainant 

 Victim 

 Subject 

 Runaway 

 Wanted 

 Arrest 

 Other 

Driver's or Pedestrian's Name: STEPHEN N.SMITH  Jailed?:  Yes No 

Address: Intoxicated?: Yes No   Summons or Warrant #:        

Race: W Sex: M DOB: DL Number: DL Record Requested?:  Yes No 

Height: 5 8 Weight: 165 Hair: BRN Eyes: BLU Scars, Tattoos, Etc.: N/A  

Occupation: STUDENT Home Phone: Work Phone:        

Vehicle Make: N/A Model: N/A Lic/Yr: N/A State: N/A Color: N/NA  

DOT/ICC#: N/A VIN#: N/A  

Owner: N/A Address: N/A  

Physical Evidence Found: N/A Witness: N/A Address: N/A  

Test Administered: N/A Results: N/A By Whom?: N/A Rank: N/A  
 

 Complainant 

 Victim 

 Subject 

 Runaway 

 Wanted 

 Arrest 

 Other 

Driver's or Pedestrian's Name: UNKNOWN  Jailed?:  Yes No 

Address:       Intoxicated?: Yes No   Summons or Warrant #:        

Race:       Sex:       DOB:       DL Number:       DL Record Requested?:  Yes No 

Height:       Weight:       Hair:       Eyes:       Scars, Tattoos, Etc.:        

Occupation:       Home Phone:       Work Phone:        

Vehicle Make:       Model:       Lic/Yr:       State:       Color:        

DOT/ICC#:       VIN#:        

Owner:       Address:        

Physical Evidence Found:       Witness:       Address:        

Test Administered:       Results:       By Whom?:       Rank:        

Pursuit: Time Began:       Time Ended:       Location Began:       Location Ended:        

Primary Trooper Involved:       Other Trooper(s) Involved:        

Other Agencies Involved:        

Was Supervisor Involved in Pursuit?: No Yes (Name):        

Event Ending Pursuit: Accident Stopped Escaped Other       

Abandoned Vehicle: Highway Number:       Sheriff Notified?:  Yes No 

Towed To:       Address:       Date:        

Checked for Stolen?: Yes No Stolen?: Yes No Owner Contacted and Vehicle Identified?:  Yes No 

Does Officer Wish to Contact Owner Before Release?: Yes No 

Final Disposition:        

Department Records Cleared?: Yes No Follow Up Investigation?: Yes No 

Remarks:  ON JULY 8TH  BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 0100 AND 0400 AN INCIDENT TOOK PLACE INVOLVING THE VICTIM  AND AN UNKNOWN 
SUBJECT(S).  THE VICTIM WAS FOUND IN THE MIDDLE OF SANDY RUN ROAD DECEASED FROM SOME SORT OF BLUNT FORCE TRAMA TO THE HEAD. I
RESPONDED TO THE SCENE. I SAW NO VEHICLE DEBRIS, SKID MARKS, OR INJURIES CONSISTENT WITH SOMEONE BEING STRUCK BY A VEHICLE.THE 
VICTIMS SHOES WERE LOOSELY TIED AND BOTH WERE STILL ON. AFTER CONSULTING WITH  MAIT,WE SEE NO EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THE VICTIM 
WAS STRUCK BY A VEHICLE.THE INCIDENT IS STILL UNDER INVESTIGATION WITH SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT TO FOLLOW.  

(Attach Supplement Report if Necessary) 
 

 Investigating Officer's Signature Date 
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Notes:Date:

Investigator:MAIT Case #

SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY PATROL
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION TEAM
MAIT Case Notes

 

07-22-2015 I went down to MUSC on this date to meet with Dr. Erin Presnell, she is the pathologist that

performed the autopsy on the victim in this case. The reason I went and spoke with her was due

to a preliminary report where she stated that the victim was possibly struck by a motor vehicle

mirror, which was the cause of death. F/Sgt. Moore had already had from my understanding a

heated conversation with her about this issue. The MAIT team has always had a good working

relationship with MUSC, so I wanted to see if I could go down there and get some sort of

clarification. As soon as Dr. Presnell came into the room she began in a negative tone stating

that I did not have a meeting scheduled and that she was very busy. She stated that she could not

even begin speaking with me about this case without the coroners consent. I advised her that I

had spoken with coroner Washington the day before and she basically called me a liar and said

she would call him right then. When I asked if she wanted me to call from my cell phone, she

backed off. I asked her why she stated that in the report and her answer was "because he was

found in the road". She had no evidence other than that for the statement being put in the report.

She asked why we did not think it was a vehicle strike and I explained to her that we had no

evidence of this individual being struck by a vehicle. I asked her if someone with a baseball bat

could do that and she stated "no". When I probed further saying what about someone in a moving

car, with a bat she stated "well I guess it's possible". She then asked if we found a bat as

evidence. I could see that this conversation was not going to yield any positive results. As I was

leaving she stated that the report was preliminary and it was my job to figure out what it was

struck him not hers.
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Notes:Date:

Investigator:MAIT Case #

SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY PATROL
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION TEAM
MAIT Case Notes

 

08-18-2015 I spoke with Coroner Washington today in reference to the final autopsy report issued from

MUSC. He faxed me a copy of the report and told me that he does not agree with the pathologist

stating that the victim was struck by a motor vehicle. We discussed the fact that the report states

the cause of death as blunt head trauma, motor vehicle crash, pedestrian v. vehicle. Then the

manner of death was undetermined. I would think that the blunt force head trauma would be the

cause of death and the motor vehicle crash would be the manner the trauma was delivered to

cause the death. The pathologist also states in the report, that in light of historical information

along with the autopsy, these conclusions were made. To what historical information she

possessed, I am unaware. I attempted to speak with Dr. Presnell at an earlier date to go over

information that had been discovered throughout the investigation and that was ill received. The

coroner did tell me that the deputy coroner that had gone down to MUSC the morning of the

autopsy and spoke with the pathologist, she has since been fired from his office. I spoke with

that deputy coroner Greene and agent Burke, with SLED, as both of them were present at the

time of the autopsy. Both stated they made no reference to the pathologist about the victim being

struck by a vehicle, only that he was found in the road. The coroner stated that he had made

contact with the pathologist, Dr. Presnell and she stated that she would be willing to change her

report to read how ever he wanted it.
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Notes:Date:

Investigator:MAIT Case #

SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY PATROL
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION TEAM
MAIT Case Notes



08-03-2015 I received a message to call SLED agent Michael Moscal in reference to discussing trace

evidence located on the deceased clothes in this case. During our conversation, Mr. Moscal

advised he located around 10, 1mm single layer blue paint chips. Mr. Moscal advised he needed

more paint layer evidence to pinpoint a particular vehicle. Mr. Moscal advised that the PDQ

database indicated the paint could be from an industrial tool, dumpster, or sign post. Mr. Moscal

added that Toyota used this particular paint on its vehicles from 1982 to 1988.
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Notes:Date:

Investigator:MAIT Case #

SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY PATROL
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION TEAM
MAIT Case Notes

 

12-18-2015 I received information from Cpl. Duncan about an individual Darrell Williams , He

is stating that his step son Patrick Wilson told him that Shawn Conley struck and killed Stephen

Smith. Mr. Williams stated that his son told him this in confidence and that his son had moved

out and he did not know where he was staying. He could only tell me that Patrick attended some

Christian school in Ridgeland. I drove down to Ridgeland and went to Step of Faith School,

Patrick Wilson was not a student there. I then found Legacy Euhaw Baptist Church school.

Patrick Wilson is a student there but was not at school today. I then drove to Hampton

attempting to locate an address for Patrick. I could not get his step father to return my calls.

Mr. Williams stated that the reason that he was passing this information on was because Randy

Murdaugh told him to call.
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CASE #    

SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY PATROL 
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION TEAM 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Unit #    

 

 Vehicle Examination Notes 

 EDR Imaging Checklist 

 EDR Analyst’s Report 

 Mechanical Examination Notes 

 Tire Examination Notes 

 Lamp Examination Notes 

 VIN Information 

 Vehicle Specifications 

 Recalls     None 

 DMV Driving Record  None 

 DMV Vehicle Record  None 

 DMV Insurance Record  None 

 Warrant 

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        
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SOUTH CAROLINA 

Highway Patrol 
SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

 

 

Fatal Hit and Run 
Do you have any information? 

 

Incident: South Carolina Highway Patrol is seeking information about a Fatal Hit and Run collision in which a 
pedestrian was struck and killed.   
 

When: Wednesday, July 8, 2015 between the hours of 1:00 - 4:00 a.m. 

Where:  Sandy Run Road near Joe Miley Road in Hampton County, South Carolina 

Vehicle / Suspect Information: At this time the vehicle make and model are unknown.    

Tips / Contact: 
If you have any information about this collision or about the vehicle of interest, contact the South Carolina Highway 

Patrol at 843-953-6010 or 1-800-768-1506, or you can call Crime Stoppers at 1-888-CRIME-SC. 

 

 

Anyone with information on the identity of those responsible is asked to call, email or text your anonymous tip to:  

www.midlandscrimestoppers.com 
Text “TIPSC” plus your message to CRIMES (274637) 

Your tip could earn you a cash reward of up to $1,000 for information leading to the arrest of those responsible. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 

Highway Patrol 
SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

 

 

Fatal Incident 
Do you have any information? 

 

 

Incident: South Carolina Highway Patrol is seeking information about a Fatal incident in which a white male 
(Stephen Nicholas Smith) was found in the roadway deceased.   
 

When: Wednesday, July 8, 2015 believed to be between the hours of 1:00 - 4:00 a.m. 

Where:  Sandy Run Road near Joe Miley Road in Hampton County, South Carolina  

Tips / Contact: 
If you have any information about this incident, contact the South Carolina Highway Patrol at 843-953-6010 or 1-

800-768-1506, or you can call Crime Stoppers at 1-888-CRIME-SC. 

 

 

 

Anyone with information on the identity of those responsible is asked to call, email or text your anonymous tip to:  

www.midlandscrimestoppers.com 
Text “TIPSC” plus your message to CRIMES (274637) 

Your tip could earn you a cash reward of up to $1,000 for information leading to the arrest of those responsible. 
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Calculations 
 

 

 

 N/A 

 Calculation Notes 

 Hand Calculations 

 Computer Calculations 
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Miscellaneous 
 N/A 

 Warrant(s) 

 SLED Reports 

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        
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SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION
FORENSIC SERVICES LABORATORY REPORT

NIKKI R. HALEY MARK A. KEEL
Governor Chief

ALI-359-T
AN ASCLD/LAB-International ACCREDITED TESTING LABORATORY SINCE 09/19/2014

P.O. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398   Phone (803) 896-7300   Fax (803) 896-7351

J. D. James
South Carolina Highway Patrol
8740 North Park Blvd.
North Charleston, SC 29406

TRACE EVIDENCE
July 29, 2015
SLED LAB: L15-08881
Your Case No: 15CH111519HP25
Incident Date: 07/08/2015
[V] Stephen Smith

This is an official report of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Forensic Services Laboratory and is to be used in
connection with an official criminal investigation.  These examinations were conducted under your assurance that no previous
examinations of person(s) or evidence submitted in this case have been or will be conducted by any other laboratory or agency.

Mark A. Keel, Chief
South Carolina Law Enforcement Division

ITEMS OF EVIDENCE:

Item: 2 One black Nike short sleeve shirt

Item 2 was analyzed using physical characteristics.

RESULTS:

No automotive paint found.

Item: 3 One pair of khaki Unionbay cargo shorts

Item 3 was analyzed using physical characteristics.

RESULTS:

No automotive paint found.
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SLED LAB No. L15-08881
July 29, 2015

Page 2 of 3

ALI-359-T
AN ASCLD/LAB-International ACCREDITED TESTING LABORATORY SINCE 09/19/2014

P.O. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398   Phone (803) 896-7300   Fax (803) 896-7351

Item: 3.1 Cutting taken from Item 3

Item 3.1 was analyzed using Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy with Microscope
Attachment (micro-FTIR) and physical characteristics.

RESULTS:

No automotive paint found.

Item: 4 One pair of blue Airspeed Footwear shoes

Item 4 was analyzed using physical characteristics.

RESULTS:

No automotive paint found.

Item: 4.1 Debris collected from Items 2 - 4

Item 4.1 was analyzed using Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy with Microscope
Attachment (micro-FTIR), physical characteristics and Scanning Electron Microscopy with
an Energy Dispersive X-Ray Detector (SEM-EDX).

RESULTS:

Several, single layer metallic blue paint chips were found. Due to the condition of the
sample, no make, model, and year information was able to be obtained. These paint chips are
suitable for comparison should a standard become available.
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SLED LAB No. L15-08881
July 29, 2015

Page 3 of 3

ALI-359-T
AN ASCLD/LAB-International ACCREDITED TESTING LABORATORY SINCE 09/19/2014

P.O. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398   Phone (803) 896-7300   Fax (803) 896-7351

This report contains the conclusions, opinions and interpretations of the analyst whose signature appears below.

Michael R. Moskal
Forensic Scientist
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SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 
FORENSIC SERVICES LABORATORY REPORT 

 
NIKKI R. HALEY  MARK A. KEEL 

Governor Chief 

  

 

 

 

 
 

ALI-359-T 
AN ASCLD/LAB-International ACCREDITED TESTING LABORATORY SINCE 09/19/2014 

P.O. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398   Phone (803) 896-7300   Fax (803) 896-7351 

 

 J. D. James 

South Carolina Highway Patrol 

8740 North Park Blvd. 

North Charleston, SC 29406 

 TRACE EVIDENCE 
July 29, 2015 

SLED LAB: L15-08881 

Your Case No: 15CH111519HP25 

Incident Date: 07/08/2015 

[V] Stephen Smith 

 
 

This is an official report of the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division Forensic Services Laboratory and is to be used in 

connection with an official criminal investigation.  These examinations were conducted under your assurance that no previous 

examinations of person(s) or evidence submitted in this case have been or will be conducted by any other laboratory or agency. 

 

         Mark A. Keel, Chief 

         South Carolina Law Enforcement Division  

 
 

  

 

ITEMS OF EVIDENCE: 

 

Item: 2 One black Nike short sleeve shirt  

 

Item 2 was analyzed using physical characteristics. 

 

RESULTS: 
 

No automotive paint found. 

 

 

 

Item: 3 One pair of khaki Unionbay cargo shorts  

 

Item 3 was analyzed using physical characteristics. 

 

RESULTS: 
 

No automotive paint found. 
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 SLED LAB No. L15-08881 
 July 29, 2015 

 

Page 2 of 3 
 

 

 

 
 

ALI-359-T 
AN ASCLD/LAB-International ACCREDITED TESTING LABORATORY SINCE 09/19/2014 

P.O. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398   Phone (803) 896-7300   Fax (803) 896-7351 

Item: 3.1 Cutting taken from Item 3  

 

Item 3.1 was analyzed using Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy with Microscope 

Attachment (micro-FTIR) and physical characteristics. 

 

RESULTS: 
 

No automotive paint found. 

 

 

 

Item: 4 One pair of blue Airspeed Footwear shoes  

 

Item 4 was analyzed using physical characteristics. 

 

RESULTS: 
 

No automotive paint found. 

 

 

 

Item: 4.1 Debris collected from Items 2 - 4  

 

Item 4.1 was analyzed using Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy with Microscope 

Attachment (micro-FTIR), physical characteristics and Scanning Electron Microscopy with 

an Energy Dispersive X-Ray Detector (SEM-EDX). 

 

RESULTS: 
 

Several, single layer metallic blue paint chips were found. Due to the condition of the 

sample, no make, model, and year information was able to be obtained. These paint chips are 

suitable for comparison should a standard become available. 
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 SLED LAB No. L15-08881 
 July 29, 2015 

 

Page 3 of 3 
 

 

 

 
 

ALI-359-T 
AN ASCLD/LAB-International ACCREDITED TESTING LABORATORY SINCE 09/19/2014 

P.O. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398   Phone (803) 896-7300   Fax (803) 896-7351 

This report contains the conclusions, opinions and interpretations of the analyst whose signature appears below. 

 

 
 Michael R. Moskal 

Forensic Scientist 
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SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION 
 

   

NIKKI R. HALEY MARK A. KEEL 

Governor  Chief 

 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 21398, Columbia, South Carolina 29221-1398   Phone (803) 737-9000 

 
The following document is a summary of the crime scene investigation conducted by agents of the SLED Crime Scene 
Department as of the below listed date. Additional actions taken after the listed date shall be described in Supplemental 

Summaries.  Please refer to the SLED Laboratory case record for complete case information 

 

CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION SUMMARY 
 

 

Date  September 02, 2015 

Laboratory Number  L15-08881 

Reporting Agent  James B. Tallon III 

Requesting Agency  Hampton County Sheriff's Office 

 

Introduction 

 

On July 8, 2015 at approximately 6:12AM, SLED Crime Scene was requested by Chief Billy Jarrell with 

the Hampton County Sheriff's Office (HCSO) to assist in the investigation of a possible homicide in 

Hampton County. S/A James B. Tallon III and S/A Brittany Burke responded to the scene. Chief Jarrell, 

Inv. Perry Singleton and several other personnel from HCSO were on scene. Coroner Ernie J. 

Washington and Deputy Coroner Kelly Green were also on scene from the Hampton County Coroner's 

Office (HCCO). 

 

Chief Jarrell provided the following information: The victim was located deceased in the middle of the 

roadway. Originally, HCSO had notified the South Carolina Highway Patrol in reference to this being a 

possible hit and run. After further investigation it was believed that the victim had been shot in the head. 

 

Scene Summary 

 

The initial scene consisted of the roadway at 6199 Sandy Run Rd., Hampton, SC 29924.  

 

Upon completion of the initial scene, SLED Crime Scene Agents responded to the side of the roadway on 

Bamberg Hwy, Hampton, SC 29924 to search the victim's vehicle.  

 

Refer to the crime scene notes for further information on the above listed scenes. 

 

S/A Tallon and S/A Burke attended the victim's autopsy at the MUSC on July 8, 2015. Refer to the 

autopsy documents for further information. 

 

During the crime scene investigation, photographs were taken by SLED Crime Scene Agents. A copy of 

the crime scene photographs was mailed to Inv. Perry Singleton and Coroner Ernie Washington. 

Additional copies are available upon request. 
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Evidence was submitted by SLED Crime Scene Agents to the SLED Forensic Services Laboratory. Refer 

to the submission documentation for further information. 

 

  

 

Attachments 

 

*CS Notes 

*CS Sketch(s) 

*Chain of Custody 

*Submission Documentation 

 

 

 
This report contains the conclusions, opinions and interpretations of the analyst whose signature appears below. 

 
 

 James B. Tallon III 
 

 Forensic Scientist 
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Crime Scene Attachments 
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CASE #    

SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY PATROL 
MULTI-DISCIPLINARY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION TEAM 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Agency Notes 
 

 N/A 

 Case Fact Sheet 

 Witness Sheet 

 Occupant Sheet 

 Supervisor Checklist 

 PIO Field Sketch 

 PIO Notes 

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        

 Other:        
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